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PRESS RELEASE
23 February 2011
Buccleuch Street fire, Edinburgh

Around 50 firefighters are tackling a large blaze at a tenement flat in Edinburgh city centre.
The fire broke out on Buccleuch Street at 10.50am today (23 February) in a property, believed to be a first floor function suite, above the Meadow Bar.

Police closed the street in the Newington area of the city to allow firefighters to carry out firefighting operations at the five-storey tenement building.

Two adults, (a man and a woman), were rescued by fire crews from the top floor of the building by turntable ladder. They were checked over by the Scottish Ambulance Service at the scene.

A spokeswoman for Lothian and Borders Fire and Rescue Service said:  “The fire appears to have broken out on the first floor function suite of The Meadow Bar. The building has five stories above ground floor level and a basement floor. At the height of the incident we had seven pumps in attendance and a turntable ladder. Mutual assistance was received from Fife FRS in the form of an additional height appliance standing by at Tollcross.

“Crews from the counties were also brought into the city centre to provide fire cover for other incidents.
“Considerable LBFRS resources have been deployed to this incident predominantly for the purposes of Breathing Apparatus teams needed to fight the fire.  There was heavy smoke logging and crews worked quickly in intense conditions to prevent fire spread.”

Buccleuch Street remains closed to through traffic.

